Part IV-- Family Quest: Students will match family needs to a specific US region.

Purpose: The following three lessons allow students to share information about the regions they have studied, negotiate a list of family preferences, and choose the region that best accommodates their family. There is a group rubric for students to fill out after these activities.

To view descriptions of the families, go to: http://edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/familles/familles.htm 

Part IV, lesson 1: Qui sommes-nous?

Content Objectives:


Students will:

· identify their family’s preferences 
· be able to make connections between previously learned information and personal preferences
· understand how preferences may impact choice of residency (example: surfing can only be done on the coast)
Language Objectives:

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· use verbs like “aimer” + infinitives of verbs to indicate favorite activities.

· use “Je veux + habiter + dans le/en + region” to express residency choice.

· use “il faut, je préfère, c’est important, je ne veux pas” + inifitives of verbs to determine family priorities.
· use “Nous avons besoin de + infinitive/noun + parce que” to express family necessities in written form.
Content Compatible Language Structures:


Students will be able to:

· form questions with “Qu’est-ce que” and “Pourquoi” to elicit more information from family members.

· use phrases like “À mon avis”, “Il me semble que” and “Je pense que” to share personal ideas.

· use phrases like “J’ai besoin de + infinitive”, “Il faut + infinitive” and Il est important de + infinitive” to express needs.

· use phrases like “Qu’est-ce que tu penses de _____” and “À ton avis, _____” to find out what other group members think.

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· cooperate when working with a small group

· further develop listening and negotiation skills

· synthesize information

Time Frame: 45 minutes

Materials Needed:

Student Handouts

· Resource page for each student: Mes préférences (preferences) 
· Worksheet for each group: Où habiter? (grillecriteres)

· Resource page for each student: Loisirs et Métiers (loisirsvocab)

· Resource page for each student: Discuter des préférences (aide4a)

Description of Tasks:
· Into
In groups, students read the description of their family and choose family roles.  Individually, students list criteria for where they (their family role) would like to live.  They will view a vocabulary list depicting climate, jobs, and leisure activity words available to ease this task.
· Through
Families will present personal preferences.  Through negotiation they will create a list that fairly represents individual needs.  It is important for the teacher and/or assistant to rotate throughout the groups during this activity.  This will allow groups to look deeply into the issues instead of writing shallow sentences. (We need to live on a farm because the children in our family raise sheep for wool.” Or, “Our father is a salmon fisherman, so we need to live in the northeast part of the USA.”)
· Beyond
Families will transpose this information into a criteria grid (handwritten or typed directly into the table in Word).  Once the sentences have been verified for content and accuracy, students should print one copy of their work and save it in their group folder.  During presentations by other groups, families will rate the regions presented based on their family’s needs.
Assessment
· Individual list of preferences
· Family preference grid
Part IV, lesson 2: Partageons nos régions!

Content Objectives:

Students will:

· demonstrate understanding of climate, economy, and geographic location of the region they have studied by presenting to others.

· demonstrate understanding of climate, economy, and geographic location of the regions other groups are presenting by listening to other presentations.

· compare climate, geographic location and economy of all regions.

· evaluate compatibility of each US region with criteria identified in previous activity

Language Objectives:

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· accurately use language structures specified in earlier lessons to give information to classmates. (Each piece of the presentation has been created with content obligatory language structures in mind.  These objectives have been articulated in earlier lessons.)

Content Compatible Language Structures:


Students will be able to:

· accurately use language structures specified in earlier lessons to give information to classmates. (Each piece of the presentation has been created with content compatible language structures in mind.  These objectives have been articulated in earlier lessons.)

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· cooperate when working with a small group

· ask questions of presenters and clarify for audience, as needed 

· share multimedia presentation

· further develop oral presentation skills

· further develop listening and note-taking skills

· synthesize information

Time Frame: 10 – 15 minutes per group.  Each group does not need to share at the same time.  In my class, we listened to presentations at various times during a two-day span, as time allowed.  This made it easier to fit presentations in, as well as helping kids stay tuned in.

Materials Needed:

Student Handouts

· Completed family preferences list for each student: Où habiter? (grillecriteres)

Teacher Materials

· Oral presentation rubric for each group: (rubricpresorale)
Description of tasks:

· Into
PowerPoint presentations have been created by this point.  Students review which group member is responsible for which part of the presentation and make sure that they are prepared to share their information before the class.
· Through
Groups share their PowerPoint presentations with the entire class. Families who are not presenting will evaluate each region according to the criteria they have come up with (each family member must complete the criteria grid for each region).
· Beyond
Groups briefly share their rating systems after each presentation in order to see if they are voting in the same manner.  It is interesting to poll groups from time to time to see if families are choosing the same or different regions, if group members are in agreement, if any particular region is grossly wrong for a particular family, etc.  Finally, groups decide on a state and city in which they will live.
Assessment

· Completed preferences grids from each student (individual rating scales)

Part IV, lesson 3: Écrivons un courriel.
Objectives:

Content Objectives:


Students will:

· compare and contrast the different US regions 

· demonstrate understanding of a region’s characteristics by making an appropriate choice about where to live.

Language Objectives:

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· use correct letter writing format including date, greeting, body text and salutation.

· write “à + city name” and “dans le/en + state name”  to express where they now live.

· use “aimer + noun” or “aimer + infinitive of verb” to indicate why they like the new location.

· use “plus que, moins que, aussi que + adjective” to compare new location to previous home.

Content Compatible Language Structures:


Students will be able to:

· write “déménager” in the past tense to indicate they have moved. 

· use “manquer” to name one aspect of their previous residence they will miss. 

· use accurately matched adjectives to compare climate, landforms, etc. of their new and old homes.

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· Cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· Compare and contrast information

· Develop letter-writing skills

· Import a picture

· Send an attachment via email

Time Frame: 45 minutes

Materials Needed:

Student Handouts

· Resource page for each group: Écrire une lettre (aide4b)

Teacher/Classroom Materials

· Email and Internet access

Description of tasks:

· Into
Families will discuss the individual results of their family’s criteria grids. Students will determine which region best meets their family’s needs. 
· Through
Family groups choose a state and then city in their chosen region to which they would like to move.
· Beyond
Families (as a group) send an email to their “former teacher” from their new home.  Using letter format, groups share where they have moved, why they like their new location, and any additional information they would like to write.  Students should include an imported picture with their email.  Lastly, groups complete the rubric for this section of their project.
Assessment

· Group email

· Completed rubric for Part IV (rubrique4)

