Part I -- US Regions Overview: Students will identify the seven US regions.

Purpose: The following three lessons focus on the breakdown of the United States into seven regions.  There is a group rubric for students to fill out after these activities.
Part I, lesson 1: Que savez-vous des États-Unis?

Objectives

Content Objectives:

Students will be able to:

· activate prior knowledge about US regions

· ask questions about what they would like to know about the US regions

· predict what information they think we will learn about the US regions

· list information they have acquired during the US regions unit

Language Objectives:

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will:

· use « Je sais que »to indicate what they know about the US regions with words like : une région, un état, se trouver (in present tense), il y a (the is/there are), and land formation vocabulary.
· use “Je cherche à savoir + question words” (comment, où, pourquoi, si, etc.) to express what they would like to know about the US regions.
· use “Je prédis que + nous allons apprendre” to anticipate what topics will be covered in this unit of study.
· use « J’ai appris que » to organize key points from the unit study using the vocabulary presented in the lessons, the present tense of verbs like être, se trouver, and comporter.

· use “dans cette région” and “à + city names or quadrant of US” to demonstrate understanding of a region’s characteristics.
Content-Compatible Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· form questions with où and se trouver if in need of clarification.

· use the present tense of être + accurately matched adjectives like grand, petit, long, court [big, small, long, short] to describe land formations particular to the region of study.

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· cooperate when working with a partner, small group or large group

· ask questions of and clarify for partner or self, as needed

· develop listening and note-taking skills

· organize information they have gathered throughout this unit of study

Time Frame: 20 minutes, at 3 different times during the unit

Materials Needed:

Student Handouts
· SCPA for each student

· Resource page for each student: Comment écrire une belle phrase (aide1a)
Teacher/Classroom Materials

· "Word wall" for new vocabulary  

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids

· Large format SCPA (French KWAL) to be hung on classroom wall
Description of Tasks:

· Into
The entire class will gather for an introduction to the new unit: US Regions.  Each student will be given a graphic organizer (http://edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/feuilles/division/SCPA.doc) identical to the large-format organizer the teacher will post on the white board.  Together, the class will fill out the first column of the graphic (I know that…).  

Individually, students will write at least 3 things they would like to know about US Regions in the second column (I would like to know…).  The entire class will then meet to create a comprehensive list of ideas.

Individually, students will write at least 3 things that they think they will learn during the unit (I predict that…).

*Introduce the resource page Comment écrire une belle phrase (aide1a) at this time to help students write and speak in accurate French.

· Through
Students will complete activities in US Regions unit.  Throughout the unit, ideas will be added to individual graphic organizers.  

Each week the class list will be reviewed and ideas added from individual organizers.  Information that has been addressed will be marked with a check, indicating progress.  Students will be encouraged to think of new questions they have due to new-gained knowledge.

· Beyond
At the end of the US Regions unit, students will review their graphic organizers.  Each student will summarize information learned throughout the unit in the last column (I learned that…).  Students will be required to list at least 3 main topics they learned about, and will be encouraged to link them to their original questions.
Assessment

· Individual SCPA (SCPA)
Part I, lesson 2: Créons une carte des régions!

Objectives

Content Objectives:


Students will demonstrate knowledge of the 7 US regions by:

· naming and locating them on the map

· name states within various regions while referring to a US map.

Language Objectives:

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will:

· identify regions of the United States using the following names: le Midwest et la Grande Prairie, La Nouvelle Angleterre, Le Sud-Ouest, Le Moyen Atlantique, L’Ouest Montagneux, Le Sud-Est, Le Pacifique Ouest

· use the present tense (3rd person singular) of se trouver to name the states in a particular US region using words like: un état, une region, une carte, une frontière.
· use il y a [there is/there are] to describe land forms found in a particular US region with terms like une montagne, une rivière,  un fleuve, une plaine, un lac, etc.

· use the present tense of être [to be] or se trouver [to be situated] to describe the geographical location of a particular region using les points cardinaux [cardinal points]: le nord, l’est, le sud, l’ouest, le nord-est, etc.] and prépositions de lieu [prepositions of location]: à côté de, près de, au bord de, à la frontière de, etc.

· use “Dans  cette région + être [to be]” or “Cette région + comporter [to comprise] to describe which natural resources are found in a particular US region.

· use “la capitale de/du/de la (state name) + être”  (in the present tense) to indicate names of capital cities for states in a particular US region.
· use dans le, dans l’ , and dans la to properly introduce states in sentences.
Content-Compatible Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· form questions with où and se trouver if in need of clarification.

· use the present tense of être + accurately matched adjectives like grand, petit, long, court [big, small, long, short] to describe land formations particular to the region of study.

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· use picture clues and context to determine meaning

· demonstrate map-reading skills

· cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· ask questions of and clarify for partner, as needed

· develop listening and note-taking skills

Time Frame: One hour (or more) for map creation, then 45 minutes for group presentations.  Students really enjoy this part of the project, and could spend lots of time on it!  My classroom only had one over-head projector, so it took longer to get all the groups to rotate through the station. I had the kids trace with a pencil, then add detail (names, landforms, etc) at their desks.  It is not necessary to complete the presentations in one block of time.  My class completed the presentations over the course of a few days, fitting them in before and after lunch or at the end of the day as our schedule allowed.  
Materials Needed:

Student Handouts and Materials

· Map Criteria Grid (one copy for each group)

· Map presentation rubric (one copy for each group)

· Blank map of U.S. for each student

· Resource page for each student: Parler des états (etatsressource)
· Colored pencils

Teacher/Classroom Materials

· "Word wall" for new vocabulary  

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids

· Overhead Projector

· Transparency of U.S. divided into 7 regions 

· Variety of special purpose maps, globes, books and atlases 

· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/education/maps_geography/index.html
Description of Tasks:

· Into
Introduction to activity as whole group.  Vocabulary will be introduced in a brainstorming session as tasks are explained.  

*Introduce the resource page Comment parler des états (etatsressource) at this time to help students write and speak in accurate French.

· Through
Students will be divided into 7 groups (families).  Each will be given a transparency with the outline of the region they will be studying, and books including several types of maps highlighting aspects of the region.  They will then trace their region onto butcher paper.  They will note state boundaries, state names, and geographical features (as specified on Map Criteria Grid) with markers and other art supplies.

When groups finish their maps, they will prepare to share the information they have learned with the other groups, following the outline (Map Criteria Grid, page 2).

· Beyond

I.  Groups will come together to share their regional maps.  Each group will secure their region to the wall in order to recreate a map of the USA.  Groups will respond to the following questions as they present (I had students volunteer to ask questions of the group presenting):

· Quel est le nom de votre région?

· Où se trouve votre région?

· Combien y a-t-il d’états dans votre région?

· Quelles sont les capitales dans votre région?

· À quoi ressemble le paysage de votre région?

· Avez-vous d’autres informations à partager?
II. Students will color their own US map (photocopy) as various groups present.  They will also label the map with the name of each region, major land formations, and rivers.

Assessment

· Completion of group map (Une Grande Carte des Régions)
· Group presentation of regional map (Évaluation: la carte en groupe)
· Completed student map
Part I, lesson 3: Comparons les régions.
To view website activity, go to: http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/ 

Objectives

Content Objectives:


Students will demonstrate knowledge of the 7 US regions by:

· naming and locating them on the map

· indicating reasons for division of US into regions

· comparing and contrasting two regions

Language Objectives:

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will:

· identify regions of the United States using the following names: le Midwest et la Grande Prairie, La Nouvelle Angleterre, Le Sud-Ouest, Le Moyen Atlantique, L’Ouest Montagneux, Le Sud-Est, Le Pacifique Ouest.

· use the present tense (3rd person singular) of se trouver to name the states in a particular US region using words like: un état, une region, une carte, une frontière.
· use il y a [there is/there are] to describe land forms found in a particular US region with terms like une montagne, une rivière,  un fleuve, une plaine, un lac, etc.

· use the present tense of être [to be] or se trouver [to be situated] to describe the geographical location of a particular region using les points cardinaux [cardinal points]: le nord, l’est, le sud, l’ouest, le nord-est, etc.] and prépositions de lieu [prepositions of location]: à côté de, près de, au bord de, à la frontière de, etc.

· use “Dans  cette région + être [to be]” or “Cette région + comporter [to comprise] to describe which natural resources are found in a particular US region with terms like ______________.
· use il y a [there is/there are] + plus de, moins de, and autant de [more than, less than, as many/much) + noun to compare regions.
Content-Compatible Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· form questions with où and se trouver if in need of clarification.

· use the present tense of être + accurately matched adjectives like grand, petit, long, court [big, small, long, short] to describe land formations particular to the region of study.

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· navigate a website (follow links, use pop-up screens, use "back" button)

· use picture clues and context to determine meaning

· demonstrate map-reading skills

· cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· ask questions of and clarify for partner, as needed

· develop writing skills

 Time Frame: 10 minute large group review and intro, then 30 minutes at computer.
Materials Needed:

Student Handouts
· Resource page for each student: Comparer deux régions (aide1b)
· Partner activity for each pair of students (paper copies of online activity)

· Updated group folder (contains all handouts and references thus far)

Teacher/Classroom Materials

· "Word wall" for new vocabulary (chosen as needed from glossary)

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids

· Computers with Internet access
Description of Tasks:

*Begin this activity as a large group.  This allows you to review how the USA can be divided into regions, the names of the regions, as well as introduce the students to the three activities they will complete.      

· Into 
With a partner from their (family) group, students will access a teacher-created web site.  First, students will review how the United States are divided into regions.  They will recall and discuss information learned during the class map-making project as they use a computer matching game to practice linking region outlines with the names of the regions.
· Through 
Next, students will complete a printed worksheet including identification, recall, and guiding questions (http://edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/regionworksheet.htm).  Students will go back through the webpages and engage in discussion in order to accurately respond to the questions. (The worksheet is viewable on the web site, but I will have the kids complete a paper copy of the assignment for monitoring purposes.) 
*The resource page Comparer deux régions will be helpful to students at this time.  If you have not introduced comparison structures in your classroom, you will want to do so at this time.
· Beyond 
Finally, students will complete a computerized review game (self-correcting) that entails matching region names with logical activities (http://edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/hotpotatoes/regions/regionsrevision.htm).                                                                  

    Once these activities are completed, groups should complete the rubric for this  

      section of the project (rubric1).                                       

Assessment

· Partner activity at computer: compare and contrast two regions (regionsworksheet)

· Partner review game
· Completed rubric (rubrique1)
