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1.
LANGUAGE EDUCATION
As ‘Encountering the Other’ (Kubanyiova, 2016)
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Regina, 
an Algerian 
immigrant 
to Greece

6

Nikoletou
(2017)
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Nikoletou
(2017)

I still remember my first day in class (.) they 

asked me to sit with another foreigner (.) of 

course I didn’t mind that (.) but (.) for 2 

years I was isolated nobody played with me 

(.) I remember the teacher asked me to 

show her my hands and she told me ‘don’t 

you have 6 fingers’? (.) and I said why 

should I have 6 fingers ? (.) ‘Did you a have 

a house in Albania’? ‘Didn’t you live under a 

bridge’? (.) and I said of course I had a 

house and I was living in the city and it was 

nice…
They didn’t invite me to any parties …during 

breaks I was alone (.) nobody played with 

me (2) I remember back then my only friend 

was a small puppy (3). Then I came to 

Athens….
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Katarina, a 
Roma pupil 
in rural 
Slovakia

Horváth
(2017)



9

Katarina, a 
Roma pupil 
in rural 
Slovakia

Horváth
(2017)

Reading helps meI would like to be a good reader. To teach children to read 

and write, when I become a teacher one day. I like reading 

books, because in books there are stories that happened to 

other people. I like stories about love. When someone I 

know falls in love and when they don’t know what to do, I 

will tell them what I’ve learned from books. …

When I teach my familyNow I teach my siblings to read and write. My younger 

sisters Dana and Nikola can’t read or write fluently. I 

sometimes teach my cousins who don’t know Slovak 

because they live in England. Or my Dad, who’s deaf. I’m 

sorry for him. To be able to hear, he needs to go to a doctor 

who gives him earphones. My Dad can’t read or write. 

When my teachers tell me to study biology or maths, my 

Dad doesn’t know what it is. He doesn’t understand it. 

When I told him, he asked me to teach him. So I began to 

teach him to read. He already knows a few letters.
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Tobias, 
a Japanese boy 
in an urban 
school in 
Slovakia

Kusá (2016)
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Tobias, 
a Japanese boy 
in an urban 
school in 
Slovakia

Kusá (2016)

His name (Tobias is Japanese and doesn’t speak 

Slovak well) is used by pupils in the classroom 

as a synonym of clumsiness/lack of intelligence 

or cleverness. The teacher does not intervene 

in this practice, even though Tobias is present 

and can hear it:(IT studies) The teacher answers pupils’ 

questions, they are trying to complete a task. 

She is walking from pupil to pupil and helping 

them. A girl did not know how to [do the task]. 

Felix and Bystrik are saying that she is like 

Tobias. Bystrik to Felix (who is assessed as 

having special educational needs): ‘You, too, 

are like Tobias!’ Felix: ‘You are like Tobias!’



“If there’s any dimension of education 
that has ceased to be taken for 
granted, it is its humanising, 
civilising, or, in other words, its 
educational mission.

12

Kusá (2016, p. 8)



2.
RESPONSIVE STANCE
Educating responsive meaning makers in the world 
(Kubanyiova, 2018)
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“I have views. I think this or that. But I 
have to see whether the poem thinks 
that too.
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Alice Oswald, an English poet



3.
DISTURBING 
ENCOUNTER
As Language Teacher Educa0on Pedagogy
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Sami, 
a Syrian 
asylum 
seeker 
in UK
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HOME 
(2019)
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Thalia, 
Girl 
with a 
Disfigured 
Face, 
rural 
Greece
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Hosseini 
(2013)



“It is a disturbing encounter that may help us deal 
with the destabilizing pressures and forces of the 
transglobal tread of peoples. Pressures that can 
make us cling manically to our own cultures, 
languages, while dismissing others’; … pressures 
[that] can make us deny the foreigner in ourselves 
and make us resist to the death the commonness of 
humanity.

21

Toni Morrison, The Foreigner’s Home


