
Process for Cross-Cultural 
Comparisons

Examine the home culture

Form a hypothesis for the second culture (predict)

Research information from various sources 
(authentic if possible)

Question and compare resources

Compare with original hypothesis and refine

Develop a new hypothesis

Compare and contrast cultures

Developed by Carolyn A. Tischer (1996) with adaptations from Crawford-
Lange & Lange (1984), Jorstad’s “hypothesis refinement” model (1980), 
Kramsch (1993), and culture teaching ideas brought forth in Minnesota’s 
State Dept. of Education’s World Language Outcomes (1989, pp. 45-6), 
and published in The Minnesota Articulation Project’s Proficiency-
Oriented Language Instruction and Assessment:  A Curriculum 
Handbook for Teachers, p. 570.


