日本の映画のジャンル

In 2005, 60% of the movies released in Japan were foreign films, mostly from the United States. However, 40% were Japanese movies created by Japanese film companies. The number of Japanese films produced has been rising steadily over the past five years. There are three large film producers in Japan: Toho, the largest, Toei, and Shouchiku. These companies don’t have the huge budgets to make Hollywood style blockbusters, but Japanese filmmakers have had some strong successes. There are five unique types of Japanese films: anime, kaijuu eiga, jidaigeki, horror, and yakuza eiga.

Anime is by far the most popular type of Japanese movie, both in Japan and internationally. Hayao Miyazaki’s are the most popular animated movies in Japan. His Spirited Away is the most popular Japanese movie all-time. It won the best animated movie award at the Academy Awards in 2002. Three of his movies are in the top ten all-time in Japan. 
Japan is also well known for its monster movies. Toho is the leading producer of this type of movie. The popularity of this type of film started in 1954 with Godzilla, and continues today. Interestingly, Godzilla, which is a combination of the Japanese words “Gorilla” and “whale”, is not actually a combination of those two creatures. Instead, he got his name because there was a tough looking guy working at Toho studios while the movie was being made. The movie crew took his name for the monster’s name. 
Jidaigeki are Japanese samurai movies. These are set in the Edo era, which ranged from 1800-1868. Akira Kurosawa is Japan’s most famous director, and he made several highly rated jidaigeki movies. The Seven Samurai is considered by many film fans to be one of the best movies ever.

The defining element in jidaigeki is the conflict within the samurai beteen giri and ninjo. Giri is the duty or obligation one owes one’s master; ninjo is one’s human feeling or judgement. All jidaigeki examine the conflict between these two elements.

The movie company Toei made popular the Japanese gangster movie, and this type of movie is still popular. Yakuza in Japan are often romanticized as being modern samurai, and these movies often display the yakuza as men of honor who live on the fringe of society instead of giving up their traditional values. 

Recently, J-horror movies have become very popular. While American horror often movies rely on special effects and bloody scenes, J-horror has focused on psychological fear, often focusing on ghosts. One of the interesting characteristics of these movies is the use of water as an element of fear. The most popular of these series has been The Ring.

 Interestingly, this type of movie has caught the attention of Hollywood. Several Japanese horror movies have been remade into American movies. Dark Water and Juon are two such examples.

